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How to Spark Students’ Curiosity

Interest remains the most powerful predictor of success in language acquisition. Here are
some ways to keep interest alive.

First, teachers should tie lessons to students’ passions. For example; a basketball fan can
analyze Stephen Curry’s post-game interview; a K-pop lover, can translate lyrics into English
metaphors. This helps students see English as a hobby tool, not just a subject—they’ll volunteer to
speak more and even learn extra interest-related words on their own. Second, instructors need to
add game mechanics to routine tasks for better engagement. They might organize vocabulary races
on apps like Quizlet, design "escape-room" grammar puzzles requiring teamwork, or assign
micro-film projects that involve English expression. These activities turn boring drills into fun
challenges: students feel less anxious about mistakes and more eager to participate.

In short, by connecting content to personal interests and gamifying skills, teachers will
transform passive pupils into-active users. Once interest-is ignited, language learning no longer

ends with the final bell; it becomes a lifelong habit.
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